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n this Christmas

edition newsletter,

we have amended
some of the departure
dates of our 2007
tinerary.
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The changes have been necessary due to
an overwhelming interest in our new
Wilson’s Promontory trip—in fact the
March 23rd trip is fully booked.

A second departure date—March 4th has
been arranged, with a number of seats
already booked. This 9 day trip has the
variety of The Grampians , 4 nights at the
Promontory Gate Motel in Fish Creek, and a
return home along the Great Ocean Road.
It will be a busy start to our 2007 Program,
and we are really looking forward to it!

at-a-tat, Rat -a -Tat

We're off to Ballarat

With mistletoe and Christmas hat,
Now, what do you think of that?

Yes! - we have our
Christmas trip again, and
this year we are visiting
Ballarat.

The trip is fully booked, with
many “regulars” joining us
again, for 5 days of fun and
a great Christmas dinner at
the Blackwood Hotel.

We have sent an email to the man in the
red suit and, (fingers crossed! ), he will find
us at Lake Wendouree.

omething a little different for
Christmas -
The town of Tarlee is a short drive

from Adelaide, and on Saturday 2nd and
Sunday 3rd December they are holding the
second annual Christmas Tree Festival.
Entry is $5, and it is a great opportunity to
see the beautiful Tarlee Catholic Church
and its magnificent stained glass windows,
filled to the brim with Christmas trees that
will delight everyone.

All proceed go to the Tarlee/Stockport
branch of the Women'’s & Children’s
Auxiliary.
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A crowd of around 8,000 people helped to
celebrate the historic 125 year anniversary
of the Birdsville races. Some travelled by
aircraft and camped under the wing of their
planes; others camped in what could only be
described as “tent city”. Trainers arrived in
convoys from Queensland towns such as
Oakley and Mount Isa, there were those
who travelled from Nyngan and Armidale in
New South Wales , and even Gawler and
Port Lincoln in South Australia.

Visitors, including trainers, set up camps on
the river banks—some in luxury and some
simply sleeping under the stars.

Father Geoff Scully from St Finbarr’s Parish
in Quilpie has been making the journey for
about 23 years. Twenty of those have been
swinging the bookies bag.

“One year somebody said David Power
needed someone to swing his bag”.

Father Scully has never looked back and
has continued working for bookmakers Chif
Kinivan, John Scotton and this year Terry
Piccone.

“The marvellous thing about the Birdsville
races is when you get 5,000 people moving
from every state in Australia, the service
stations, the restaurants, motels or caravan
parks every one of them, like Quilpie,
benefit,” Father Scully said.

“It's a long way to go for a drink but if you
have good company and know what it is like
to drive out there, many people enjoy it. I've
seen 80 year old women say they are
having the time of their lives”.

Weaving through the nine horse field,
Silent Encounter scored a half head victory
over rival Storm Seeker in the Black Toyota
Open Handicap Birdsville Cup. The seven
yealr old had won at Camooweal a week
earlier.

Just for the record, Storm Seeker ran
second and Silent Encounter sixth in race 2
at Betoota, while Smoothe won the Betoota
Cup in race 5.

he Tarlee Open Garden Show was well

attended this year, with over 200 people

visiting the 5 featured home gardens.
The Show which was held on Sunday 29th
QOctober, coincided with a visit of 6 ladies from
Melbourne, who have been on various trips with
us, and we visited the Show as part of a day
excursion with them.

Part of the
group is
pictured (left)
in the ground
of Elizabeth
Henry House,
a magnificent
140 year old
home which
was formerly

a Bed and Breakfast, and is now privately
owned.

A short drive out of town brought us to another
well manicured garden at the farm property
Gilbertside. Here, Pam and Mark Hill—(5th
Generation owners), even have a “secret garden”
surrounded by well trimmed hedges.

Our group in the ‘Secret Garden “
at Gilbertside

(Pictured Left):

B Barbara on front
®  steps at

4 Gilbertside

It was a most enjoyable day, with proceeds
supporting the Red Cross.
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Jenny and Howard wish all our valued
customers a very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.

We thank you for your
continued interest,

support and encouragement,
and look forward to
travelling with you in 2007!

We have just completed
organising the printing of a
new range of postcards and
table placemats !

Samples of these souvenirs can be found on our
website in the photo album section under
‘merchandise”.

The postcards sell for $1 each and include the
bus in the following scenes:

. Sunset at Birdsville

« Merty Merty

+ Flinders Ranges

. Wallaroo

« Front of vehicle

A set of 6 placemats is $20, and includes the
scenes :

Sunset at Birdsville
Wildflowers at Birdsville
Moralana—Flinders Ranges
Mound Springs

Coongie Lakes Innamincka
Breakaways Coober Pedy

Other souvenirs include :

« The famous Desert Sky Tawny Port
- ($8 bottle)

. engraved pens ($5),

. 10th Year DVD ($10).

How to contact us:

4 PO Box 683
GLENELG SA 5045

@ 0883561874

B enquiries@desertskytours.com

www.desertskytours.com

Just for

interest

twas lovely to have 6 ladies
from Melbourne visit us in
November for the important

“Betoota Progress Association” AGM
at the Arkaba Hotel.

During their 3 day stay in Adelaide, we
enjoyed a great day out visiting the
Open Garden Show at Tarlee, lunch at
Kapunda and touring the Barossa
Valley. Valma has sent a short
summary of the AGM:

hey gathered in from far and
wide,
The founders of the town,
To hold the A.G. Meeting here,
And plan the next time down.

In dear old Toota'; with new loo,
Development's begun -

"We'll need the water on at first,
Wind power, and the Sun .

For solar energy," said Brian.
We'll call the experts in,

And soon the town'll be booming,
With houses built of tin.

An airport, school and Cop Shop,
To make our haven safe,

Also a bank, and church to pray;
To educate, a TAFE.

We have the staff and populace
Among our group so true

With Jen and Howard at the helm,
Our Paradise's "True blue".

© Valma Royle

<

conic outback pub, the Birdsville
Hotel, is poised to change hands
for the first time in more than

25 years.

The pub, built in 1884, is for sale in an
expressions-of-interest campaign
closing next month.

Publican Jo Fort says she, husband
Kym and co-owners David and Nell
Brook have decided the time is right.
The four were part of a group of buyers
who stepped in to resurrect the pub, in
the small township about 12km inside
the western Queensland border, after it
was gutted by fire in 1979.
Entrepreneur Dick Smith had owned it
only a day when the disaster hit.

He sold it immediately.

Itinerary for

2007

Back O’Bourke

(9 days) ~ $1770 pp
Saturday April 14
Birdsville/Innamincka
(9 days) ~ $1875 pp
Sunday

Tuesday

July 15
August 14

Coonawarra—A Brilliant Blend!
(5 days) ~ $650 pp
Saturday November 3
Clare Valley & Dares Hill Circuit

(2 days) - $295
Tuesday June 19

Cooper Creek/Innamincka
(7 days) ~ $1450 pp
Tuesday July 3
Echuca/Moama & The Barmah Wetlands
(5 days) ~ $820 pp

Thursday May 31
Explore Mun%o National Pk

(5days) ~ $820pp

Saturday May19
Flinders Ranges/Arkaroola

(5 days) ~$925 pp

Including “Ridgetop Tour”
Thursday September 20
Thursday October 18

Gawler Ranges
(5 days) ~ $785pp

Tuesday September 4
Kangaroo Island

(4 days) ~ $825 pp

Thursday February 22
Tuesday November 13

Skenes Creek/Great Ocean Rd
(5 days) ~ $865 pp
Thursday February 15
William Creek & The Painted Desert
(9 days) ~ $1670 pp

Saturday April 28
Wilson’s Promontory
@ (9 days)_- $1680 pp
Sunday March 4
Friday March 23

Yorke Peninsula & Innes National Park
(4 days) ~ $590 pp
Saturday November 24

Personalised 4WD Tours

Coongie Lakes & Cooper Creek
7 days Tuesday July 31

Sky Trek & Flinders Ranges

5 days Wednesday May 9





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


