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elcome to another edition of our

Newsletter! This will be the final
printed edition . Some time ago we
moved to an electronic format which
provides opportunity to link articles to
outside resources, and also insert video
clips, and photo albums into the
newsletter.

Our first newsletter was published in
1995, this being printed on our home
computer and photocopied.

Over the years, we received many
comments from readers on how they
enjoyed reading the articles, particularly
when it related to places they had visited
on a trip!

You can subscribe to or view emailed
newsletters by visiting our website
www.desertskytours.com.

Our recent Kangaroo Island and Mungo
National Park trips have provided much
of the content in this newsletter, with
each being great trips with fantastic
people!

Our 2019 departure dates have now been
set and are listed at the foot of this
newsletter. [ have a lady interested in the
Kangaroo Island departure 25th
February, and looking for another person
to join us!

Thank you for your continued interest in
Desert Sky Tours - Jenny and I take this
opportunity to wish you and your
respective families a very Merry
Christmas, and a peaceful, prosperous
and happy New Year!

Cheers........ Howard

Mungo National Park

ur itinerary usually provides a full

day trip from Wentworth to
Mungo National Park, however on this
occasion we had some keen

photographers on board and planned to
stay overnight at Mungo Lodge to
allow more time for sunset photos. A
strong wind created a sand storm on the
Lunette during the afternoon, making
conditions difficult for photos, however
that night 7mm of rain fell clearing the
air, and next morning conditions had
greatly improved.

We were fortunate to get some great
sunrise photographs!

From the archives!
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An early newsletter—December 2005,
celebrating our 10th Anniversary!

Kangaroo Island

O ne of the less known attractions
on Kangaroo Island is Red Banks
on the southern rim of Nepean Bay,
near American River.

There are no signs to point you in the
right direction, however

the pretty tree lined Flea Castle Road
leads into Point Morrison Road. At the
end of the road where it peters out are
the Red Banks.

There is no infrastructure at this attrac-
tion at all and to get a look at the banks,
you have to walk out on the narrow
strip on top of this particular section of
the cliff, or (as we did), climb down a
side of the cliff !!.

This is only suitable for the more agile!

Once down at the water, the views
made the effort worthwhile.

ND......another attraction.
George's 50,000 Lights!!

If you are on kangaroo island you really
should visit George Turners Castle
Garden and Lights 1593 North Coast
Road, near Emu Bay and a short drive
from Kingscote.
George has painstakingly constructed a
timber castle on the property around his
family home on the slopes above Smith
Bay and strung coloured lights, well,
everywhere.

(continued page 2)
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Kangaroo Island (continued) Cordillo Downs

There are walkways, ladders and lookouts and the most amazing he future of the Cordillo Downs Station woolshed, the

and ingenious displays including a Viking ship made of two largest of its kind in the world, is in jeopardy after a

aluminium dinghies with car hubcaps for shields. freak storm last year.

The Vikings themselves are made of Buddha heads wearing horned | [ At 60 metres long, 13 metres wide and 135 years old, it is

helmets. a reminder of a time when Australia's economy rode on the
sheep's back.

They are amazing and George is always adding something new.
He is open during the day and at night and all he asks for this
experience is a small donation to cover his power costs.

Built in 1883, 160 kilometres north-east of Innamincka in
South Australia, it once housed 120 stands to shear up to
85,000 sheep that once ran on the property.

But it has seen better days.

A freak storm in late 2017 ripped part of the shed's roof off,
with many concerned time is running out to save the
historic building.

Station manager Janet Brook said the damage to the shed
was significant and repair works were urgently needed to
save it for future generations. It is estimated an amount of
$200,000 would be required to repair the building.

Heritage South Australia's principal conservation architect
Peter Wells said it was up to the owners of heritage
buildings to take "reasonable care" of them.

"This includes carrying out necessary maintenance and
repairs to keep a heritage place, including buildings, in a
stable condition," Mr Wells said.

"There is no obligation to improve or upgrade a place.
The intent is to preserve the fabric of a place to retain its
heritage significance."

He confirmed that the SA Heritage Grants Fund was being
re-established and expected applications to be called for in

hil and Maz Turner are early 2019, but did not guarantee funding for the woolshed.
\\ . retiring and have decided | | No representative from Heritage South Australia has visited
& * & to present the Hotel Business | | the shed since it was damaged.
8 " and Lease for the investor or

-y family looking for the

ultimate outback hospitality
business.

The Hotel, with its museums, dining rooms, 28 ensuite cabins,12

. . ',/_f"
hotel rooms and swimming pool, separate staff quarters and T rryry A

manager/owners unit, is being offered as a significant business,
including the fixtures and fittings, on a walk in-walk out basis.
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Innamincka Races 2018

he sound of hooves thundering down

a sandy desert track not only marked
the return of the historic Innamincka bush
picnic races, it also gave remote
communities grappling with drought
some badly-needed respite.

The century-old event is the most
important social occasion for the 12
people who call Innamincka home, as
well as the wider South Australian,
Queensland and New South Wales
pastoral community.

But the event's future has been in doubt
for the last two years.

The event was washed out in 2016, and in
2017 Thoroughbred Racing South
Australia (TRSA) enforced a rule which
meant anyone with a registered racing
interest risked losing their license for their
involvement in the unregistered race.

Many participants in outback racing are
volunteers who are involved in registered
racing in some capacity.

The ruling threatened to bring the event to
an end, but TRSA announced an
exemption to that rule in early 2018
which allowed the races to return.

Wertaloona Station manager Justin Nunn
rode the horse Primiero to victory in the
2018 Innamincka Cup.

He said the event was more important
than ever for the remote communities of
central Australia battling the drought.

Primiero's owner Rodney Fullerton runs
Mungerannie Station in South Australia's
far north.

He said the event was crucial for the men-
tal health of those living on the land.

"We come here, we get together, we have
a bit of fun, race, it's good," Mr Fullerton
said.

Ostriches roaming Outback

he ostrich is native to Africa, where it

lives in groups across the continent, but
a very small number of them also call out-
back South Australia home.
The birds were introduced into South
Australia in the 1890s, and then again in the
1970s, when attempts were made to farm
them for feathers and meat.

However, most farms failed, and the flight-
less birds were released into the wild, where
they have survived.

A video of an ostrich was recently recorded
by a tourist 80 kilometres north of Marree
along the unsealed Birdsville Track.

That video was likely filmed on Dulkaninna
Station and its pastoral lease holder, David
Bell, said he saw a very similar ostrich quite
frequently.

Another pastoralist said there used to be an
ostrich farm on his property.

He said up to 60 ostriches used to live there,
but those numbers have since plummeted.

He said he still finds infertile ostrich eggs.

2019 ltineraries

s Wilson’s Promontory
(9 days)
$3900pp

Friday 8th March

Grampians NP, Halls Gap, Penshurst, Mortlake,
Colac, Queensciffe Ferry, Sorrento, Foster, Tidal
River, Waratah Bay,

Walkerville, Agnes Falls, Strzelecki Ranges,
Tara Bulga NP, Grand Ridge Road, Skenes
Creek, The Great Ocean Road, Mt Gambier,
The Coorong.

2019 ltineraries

The Back
O’Bourke
(9 days)
$3900pp

Monday 8th April

Broken Hill, Mutawintji NP, White Cliffs, Wilcannia,
Tilpa, Louth, Bourke( accommodation Bourke River-
side Motel ), Lightning Ridge, Gilgandra, Cobar,
Balranald, Murrayville, Pinnaroo.

Coongie Lakes
(7 days)

$3150pp

Saturday 18th May

Saturday 1st June

Old Strzelecki Track, Innamincka, Coongie Lakes,
Camp LXV, Cameron Corner, Sturt NP, Tibooburra,
Broken Hill, Loch Lilly and Quandong Stations,
Burra.

Kangaroo
Island
(4 days)

$2250pp

(Includes Sealink ferry!)

Monday 25th February
Wednesday 6th November

Penneshaw, Antechamber Bay, Cape Willoughby,
American River, Kingscote, Flinders Chase National
Park, Cape Borda, Admirals Arch, Cape De
Coudic, Seal Bay, Emu Bay, Stokes Bay, Snelling
Beach, Western River Cove.

The Painted Desert
(9 days)
$390y0pp

aturday 4th May

Clare Valley, Leigh Creek, Marree, William Creek,
Coober Pedy, The Breakaways, Painted Desert,
Woomera, Roxby Downs, Andamooka, Port
Augusta, Arid Lands Botanical Gardens,

Horrock's Pass to the Flinders Ranges, Orroroo and
Burra.
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Legendary
Longreach
& Winton
(12 days)
$4695pp

Monday 8th July

Strzelecki Track, Innamincka, Windorah, Lark
Quarry Dinosaur Trackway, Winton, Waltzing
Matilda Centre, Longreach. Visit The Stockman's
Hall of Fame, Qantas Founders Museum, Sunset
Cruise on the Thomson River.

Barcaldine, The Tree Of Knowledge, Blackall
Wool scour, Tambo, Charleville. Cunnamulla,
Currawinya National Park, Hungerford, The
Darling Track to Yantabulla, Fords Bridge and
Bourke.

A day exploring Bourke visiting Mt Oxley and local
attractions and a cruise aboard the Jandra
paddle-steamer on the Darling River.
Wilcannia via The Darling River Run through
Louth, Tilpa and on to Broken Hill. Old Pastoral
route to Burra, Adelaide

1

Birdsville &

Innamincka
(9 days)
$3900 pp

Saturday 15th June

Clare Valley, Leigh Creek, Marree, Mungerannie,
Birdsville, Innamincka, Camp LXV (the Dig Tree),
Cameron Corner, Sturt National Park, Tibooburra,
Broken Hill, Old Pastoral Route via Loch Lilly
Station to Burra, Adelaide

Birdsville &
Windorah
( 9days)
$3900 pp

Saturday 3rd August

Clare Valley, Leigh Creek, Marree, Mungerannie,
Birdsville, Betoota, Windorah, Quilpie, Toompine,
Thargomindah, Cunnamulla, Bourke, The Darling
River Run, Louth, Tilpa, Wilcannia, Broken Hill.
Old Pastoral Route via Loch Lilly Station to Burra,
Adelaide.

Head of
Bight & The
Eyre Peninsula
(9 days)
$3800pp

Monday 19h August

Cowell, Tumby Bay, Pt Lincoln, and Whalers
Way. Coffin Bay, Talia and Woolshed Caves,
Streaky Bay , Murphy's Haystacks. Ceduna ,
Yalata, Head Of Bight (whale watching) and
Bunda Cliffs. Return via Minnipa, Gawler
Ranges, Kimba ,Pt Augusta and Flinders Ranges
to Adelaide.

Flinders Ranges

SXYTREK Ji

& Skytrek
WILLOW . QY (4days)
Saturday 31st August

Rawnsley Park, Wilpena Pound, Willow Springs
Station, “Skytrek”, Bunyeroo Valley, Brachina
Gorge, Blinman, Parachilna Gorge, Moralana
Scenic Drive, Melrose, The Bridle Track,

Port Germein, Laura, Orroroo, Burra, Eudunda
and Kapunda.

E" Flinders Ranges

& Arkaroola
(5 days)
$2475 pp

Monday 16th September

Rawnsley Park, Wilpena Pound, Bunyeroo
Valley, Brachina Gorge, Blinman,
Arkaroola, Ridgetop Tour, Bolla Bollana ,
Arkaroola Waterhole, Gammon Ranges,
Moralana Scenic Drive.

Saturday 7th September

Port Wakefield, Port Germein, Port Augusta, Iron
Knob, Corunna, Siam, Nonning, Mt Ive, Lake
Gairdner, Yardea, Hiltaba, Paney Station, The
Organ Pipes, Pildappa Rock, Tcharkuldu Hill,
Minnipa, Wudinna, Kimba, Wilmington, Melrose,
Gladstone, The Clare Valley.

2019 ltineraries 2019 ltineraries 2019 ltineraries

Tumby Bay
&
Eyre Peninsula
(5 days)
$1800 pp

Tuesday 8th October

Port Germein, Ao Bay, Port Neill, Trinity

Haven Scenic Drive, Poonindie , Port Lincoln,
Sleaford Bay, Tod Reservoir, Cummins,

Mt Hope, Point Drummond, Greenly Beach, Dutton
Bay, Coffin Bay National Park to Golden Island and
Price Island. Explore Whalers Way and visit the
Koppio Museum. Return is via Kimba, Iron Knob,
Port Augusta and Horrocks Pass to the Flinders
Ranges, Orroroo and Burra.

Dares Hill Circuit
(2 days)
$700 pp

Departure by demand

Gilbert Valley, Terowie, Peterborough (overnight
and we visit Steamtown’s Laser Light Show),
Franklyn, Ketchowla, Dares Hill, Mt Bryan.

Lake Eyre
(3 days)
$1625 pp
Includes Plane flight

Departure by demand

Clare Valley, Leigh Creek, Marree, One and a half
hour plane flight over Lake Eyre, Farina Ruins,
Ochre Cliffs, Hawker, Orroroo, Terowie, Bun, Clare
Valley.

Flinders Ranges
& Outback
( 8 days)
$3995pp

Departure by demand
Rawnsley Park, Wilpena Pound, Bunyeroo Valley,
Brachina Gorge, Blinman, Arkaroola, Ridgetop
Tour, Arkaroola Waterhole, Gammon Ranges,
Moralana Scenic Drive. Marree, The Oodnadatta
Track, William Creek, Coober Pedy, The Painted
Desert, Woomera, Roxby Downs




